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Froehlichsthal, in his turn, does not trust his brother
who was never an enthusiastic Nazi. The brother cannot
trust his maid., who was brought up in the spirit of
Socialism, of which Vienna was a stronghold. Such is
Austria to-day.
Austrian Fascists have become Communists, Monarch-
ists have sworn allegiance to Nazism, Austrian Nazis
have gone redder than red. Socialists who hated Schusch-
nigg joined the Nazis rather than fight for Austria's
independence. Advocates of pan-Germanism resisted the
march of Hitler against Austria because in their dreams
they saw a different Greater Germany, a Germany
respected by the world.
I am not surprised that Austria is the problem child
of Europe's most astute diplomatists. Are the Austrians
Nazi? How many of them want Hitler? How big is the
number of his supporters to-day? Do Austrians want a
new independence?
Let us take a look around Nazi Vienna. People still
go to the opera and listen to the philharmonic orchestra^
although it has been purged of its famous Jewish players.
But knickerbockers and soft green shirts, or at best Nazi
uniforms, are now accepted among an audience which
was once the smartest in the world.
There is nothing left of the proverbial charm and
elegance of Vienna. The beautiful Rathaus-Platz, an
architectural miracle, is hidden behind hundreds of
Swastika flags. Nazism has been smeared over Austria
even more thickly than over Germany itself. The Nazi
conquerors are not so sure about the Austrians. To-day
Austria feels less of the war than the rest of Germany,
But it feels more of Nazism.
The purges of Jews, Catholics, Monarchists and
Socialists in the first foreign country which Hitler